Journal of Roman Archaeology

Volume 21 (2008)

R. Cribiore, P. Davoli and D. M. Ratzan

A teacher’s dipinto from Trimithis (Dakhleh Oasis)



Table of contents of fascicule 1

Articles

A.J. Ammerman, I. [liopoulos, F. Bondioli, D. Filippi,
J. Hilditch, A. Manfredini, L. Pennisi & N. A.Winter

F. Colivicchi
S. Zink

K. Greene

M. van der Veen

J. Stephens
P. L. Tucci

The clay beds in the Velabrum and the earliest tiles in Rome 7
Hellenism and Romanization at Ancona: a case of ‘invented tradition” 31

Reconstructing the Palatine temple of Apollo:
a case study in early Augustan temple design 47

Learning to consume: consumption and consumerism in the Roman Empire 64

Food as embodied material culture: diversity and change

in plant food consumption in Roman Britain 83
Ancient Roman hairdressing: on (hair)pins and needles 111
Galen’s storeroom, Rome’s libraries, and the fire of A.D. 192 133

D. Kennedy & H. Falahat

Castra Legionis VI Ferratae: a building inscription for
the legionary fortress at Udruh near Petra 150

R. Cribiore, P. Davoli and D. M. Ratzan

A teacher’s dipinto from Trimithis (Dakhleh Oasis) 170

K. M. D. Dunbabin, with an appendix by W. Slater

E. Vaccaro

Domestic Dionysos? Telete in mosaics from Zeugma and
the Late Roman Near East 193

An overview of rural settlement in four river basins in the province
of Grosseto on the coast of Tuscany (200 B.C.-A.D. 600) 225

Archaeological reports and notes

D. Ridgway, with an appendix by W. Regter

B. Diaz Arifio

M. Volken

An inscribed bucchero aryballos 248
Un quaestor pro praetorre republicano en Carthago Nova 255
The water bag of Roman soldiers 264

D. R. Hernandez and Dh. Condi

E. Black
N. Holbrook

The Roman forum at Butrint (Epirus) and its development
from Hellenistic to mediaeval times 275

Fishbourne, Chichester, and Togidubnus rex again 293

Circencester and the Cotswolds: the Early Roman evolution of a town
and rural landscape 304

W. Bowden & D. Bescoby

P. Crummy

The plan of Venta Icenorum (Caistor-by-Norwich):
interpreting a new geophysical survey 324

An update on the excavations (2005-7) on the site of
the Roman circus at Colchester 336

Y. Goren & P. Fabian

E. Tzavella

The Oboda potter’s workshop reconsidered 340
Burial and urbanism in Athens (4th-9th ¢. A.D.) 352



170 R. Cribiore, P. Davoli and D. M. Ratzan

m 0 m 290

Fig. 1. Amheida, general plan of the central part of the site.
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A teacher’s dipinto from Trimithis (Dakhleh Oasis)
Raffaella Cribiore, Paola Davoli, and David M. Ratzan

In February 2006 a team from Columbia University excavating a late-antique residence at
Amheida (ancient Trimithis) in the Dakhleh Oasis discovered a poetic dipinto arrayed in 5
columns on a wall of a room situated just to the north of the residence proper. The dipinto offers
a unique glimpse of late-antique rhetorical education within a precise physical and cultural
setting. The present article offers a description of the archaeological context and a text, trans-
lation, and commentary on the dipinto.

A 4th-c. house at Trimithis: the archaeological context (P. Davoli)

The site of Amheidalis located in the W part of the Dakhleh Oasis, some 3 km south of the
Islamic mud-brick town of El-Qasr. The full extent of the ancient remains is still to be deter-
mined, but the area under the control of the Supreme Council of Antiquities extends for c¢.2.5 km
N-S by 1 km E-W. The team from Columbia University, directed by R. S. Bagnall, has focused
its efforts on the central urban area and has been excavating three sectors (fig. 1).2

The archaeological evidence collected to date testifies to the presence of a settlement in
this area at least from the Old Kingdom to the Late Roman period. The bulk of evidence for the
earlier periods comes from the main hill (Area 4) where finds and potsherds of many different
periods were found in complex stratigraphy, heavily disturbed in the Ottoman period. A tem-
ple dedicated to Thoth on the top of this hill once dominated the settlement; completely de-
molished, hundreds of scattered blocks testify to its long history.? Fragments of reliefs belong to
temples from three periods: the first of the Libyan period (23rd Dynasty), a second in the Late
Period (26th and 27th Dynasties), and the last decorated mainly under Titus and Domitian.

The focus here is on part of a 4th-c. house found in Area 2.1, in which excavation began in
2004 and concluded in 2007.# The house, located in a dense habitation area, is part of a block
bounded on the E and W sides by narrow streets, onto which two entrances opened (fig. 2). Its
plan was originally square (15.30 m on a side); an extension to the north then connected the
house to a room (Room 15 [hereafter R15]) that was originally part of another building (figs. 3-
4). The dipinto was found on the wall of this room (see fig. 7). The house was also connected to
the north with a courtyard now labelled R9 and R10, as well as with another building used by
the owner of the house as a work space. The house itself is composed of 13 rooms, of which one is
a staircase, leading to the terraced roof, one is a corridor (R17+R16) leading to the added R15,
and two (R7, R12) are entrance rooms. All but 4 of the rooms were covered by barrel-vaults: the
main room (R1) had a dome, while R2, R6, and R15 had flat roofs of beams and reeds. The high
level of humidity has caused the decay of all the organic materials.

The house belonged to a family of high social status, as the numerous ostraka,’ other objects,
and the painted rooms indicate. The decoration of the house will be the subject of its own study,

1 For the identification of Amheida with Trimithis, cf. R. S. Bagnall and G. R. Ruffini, “Civic life in fourth-
century Trimithis. Two ostraka from the 2004 excavations,” ZPE 149 (2004) 143-44.

2 The excavation began in 2004 with O. E. Kaper as associate director; P. Davoli has been field director
since 2005. From 2008 onwards the mission is jointly sponsored by New York University and Columbia
University. Short annual reports are available at http:/ /www.amheida.org/. A summary of the results
from the seasons 2004-6 is also given by P. Davoli, “Amheida 2004-2006. New results from the
excavations,” in O. Kaper and F. Leemhuis (edd.), Oasis papers 5: Proceedings of the Fifth Conference of
the Dakhleh Oasis Project (June 2006), in press. See also P. Davoli and O. Kaper, “A new temple for
Thoth in the Dakhleh Qasis,” EA 28 (2006) 12-14; R. S. Bagnall, P. Davoli, O. E. Kaper and H. White-
house, “ Roman Amheida: excavating a town in Egypt’s Dakhleh Oasis,” Minerva 17.6 (2006) 26-29.

3 O. E. Kaper and R. J. Demarée, “A donation stela in the name of Takelot III from Amheida, Dakhleh
Qasis,” Jaarbericht “Ex Oriente Lux” 39 (2005) 19-37.

4 E.Ball has been the supervisor of the team that worked in this house from 2004 to 2007.

5  These will be published by R. S. Bagnall and G. R. Ruffini in a forthcoming volume.
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Fig. 2. Amheida, plan of Area 2.

but an overall perspective on the building will provide a context for the dipinto. Figural paint-
ings cover a register running on the preserved upper part of the 4 walls in R1 (color fig. 5). At
least two registers have figurative scenes, and the dome too was decorated. On each wall are
different themes drawn from Greek epic and mythology. One scene on the W wall apparently
depicts the owner of the house sitting at a banquet. Panels with geometric decoration are
painted on the lower part of the walls. The room was painted twice (in many spots the earlier
paintings partially emerge from under the thin layer of the plaster); the first decoration was
different and apparently of a better quality. Panels with geometric and floral patterns covered

the walls of three other rooms (R11, R13, R14; color fig. 6).6

For similar decorative patterns, cf. C. A. Hope and H. Whitehouse, “A painted residence at Ismant el-
Kharab (Kellis) in the Dakhleh Oasis,” JRA 19 (2006) 312-28.
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Fig. 3. Plan of house in Area 2.1 showing position of Room 15.

Fig. 4. View of house in Area 2.1 with added rooms to north, view from north.

The house underwent three stages. It is likely it was built in the first half of the 4th c. as a
square building, probably with three entrances,”at which time R2 was painted in red and
yellow ochre and R1 received its first decoration. In a second stage, which seems to have
occurred only a few years later, the house underwent a series of substantial alterations: R1 was
plastered and painted again with the figured scenes; R2 was re-plastered with plain mud; R11,
R13, and R14 were painted; a new door was opened between R7 and R8; and the door between R8

7 A third door had opened onto the eastern street in the SE corner of R6, but it was walled up.
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Fig. 7. Room 15, overview from southwest, showing position of dipinto.

and R4 was closed, as well as that leading to R6 from the street on the east. Some floors too
were re-plastered. To this second stage can be ascribed the extension of the house towards the
north (R15): a passage was cut in the perimeter wall, and a narrow corridor (R16) was created
under the staircase, extending R17. Two small walls were built to prevent access to the court-
yard (R9) and a new doorway opened in the SE corner of R15. In the third phase, the house
underwent a kind of restoration, mainly visible in its western rooms as a result of the shifting of
the W perimeter wall. Some floors were re-plastered and whitewash bands were laid in some
rooms around niches, doors, and on several walls. Some coins® found in correspondence with
these floors are datable to A.D. 355-361. Apparently the house was abandoned in the second
half of the 4th c., as the ostraka and coins seem to suggest.

The house was built on previous buildings that had been partially levelled. The best preser-
ved parts of these structures are found north of the house, below the courtyard (R9 and R10) and
work building (R19-23), an area with a complex history partially connected with the original
building to which R15 first belonged (see fig. 4, foreground). Six building phases have been
recognized here so far, but little remains of those structures that can serve to elucidate their
functions or plans.” Only of one, from the second phase, does enough survive to allow an inter-
pretation as a bath building, partially constructed with red brick and preserved to a height of
c.1 m. A round room in mud brick with a hypocaust can be identified as a laconicum (dry hot

8 The mud floor in R1 was probably replaced with a new one after A.D. 355, as suggested by the presence
of a coin (inv. no. A06/2.1/164/11324) under this floor. Coins from inside the upper floor (F150) in
R13 confirm this date. Coin A04/2.1/35/136, from the surface of the second floor in R4, confirms the
date of the renewal of the pavements.

9  The fifth phase coincides with the building of the house 2.1.






















































