












Twelfth Annual Leon Levy Lecture
supported by the Peter Jay Sharp Foundation

Urbanism and the History of Architectural Restlessness
Thursday, November 8, 6:00pm

Monica L. Smith
Navin and Pratima Doshi Chair in Indian Studies 
Department of Anthropology & 
Institute of the Environment and Sustainability
University of California, Los Angeles

The world’s first cities started only 6,000 years ago, and 
in that short amount of time have become the dominant 
form of human settlement. Among the many alterations 
of daily life, evident in even the first cities, was the 

creation of a purposeful built environment resulting in distinct patterns of residence, 
commerce, ritual engagement, transportation, and entertainment.  Yet one of the 
most interesting things about urban architecture is its high rate of turnover compared 
to the conservatism of rural settlements. Through archaeological examples from both 
the Classical world and ancient India, this lecture will explore the implications of the 
ways in which urban residents are constantly renewing, upgrading, and redefining 
their place in the city through architectural change, and the way in which architectural 
restlessness carries forward into the present day of our own urban experiences.  

Monica L. Smith is Professor in the Department of Anthropology and in 
the Institute of the Environment and Sustainability at the University of 
California, Los Angeles and holds the Navin and Pratima Doshi Chair in 
Indian Studies. She is the author of A Prehistory of Ordinary People, The 
Archaeology of an Early Historic Town in Central India, and the forthcoming 
Cities: The First 6,000 Years; her edited volumes include Abundance: The 
Archaeology of Plenitude and The Social Construction of Ancient Cities. For the 
past ten years she and her Indian-based colleague Prof. R.K. Mohanty have 
co-directed excavations at the Early Historic settlements of Sisupalgarh 
and Talapada in Odisha state, India. 
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Visiting Research Scholars Alumni News
Gilles Bransbourg, Research Associate and VRS 2010-11, was 
appointed Deputy Director at the American Numismatic Society 
in January 2018.

Emily Cole, VRS 2016-18, was appointed Postdoctoral Scholar 
at the Center for the Tebtunis Papyri, Classics Department, 
University of California, Berkeley, in September 2018.

Damián Fernández, VRS 2009-10, will be a Fellow in the Society 
for the Humanities at Cornell University for the 2018-19 
academic year.

Jinyu Liu, VRS 2007-8, was promoted to Full Professor in the 
Department of Classical Studies at DePauw University in July 
2018; Prof. Liu will be Visiting Professor in the Department of 
Classical, Near Eastern, and Religious Studies at the University 
of British Columbia during fall 2018 and Distinguished Guest 
Professor at the Guangqi International Center for Scholars of 
Shanghai Normal University during spring 2019.

Elizabeth Murphy, VRS 2014-16, was appointed Assistant 
Professor of Classics at Florida State University in August 2018.

Perrine Pilette, VRS 2014-15, will start a new position as Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie Fellow at Sorbonne Université in Paris in 
October 2018.

Darrel Rutkin, VRS 2009-10, was appointed Associate Professor 
in the Dipartimento di Filosofia e Beni Culturali at the 
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia in September 2018.

Caroline Sauvage, VRS 2009-10, was promoted to Associate 
Professor of Classics and Archaeology at Loyola Marymount 
University in August 2018.

Juan Manuel Tebes, VRS 2015, was appointed Käte 
Hamburger Kolleg Research Fellow at the Centrum für 
Religionswissenschaftliche Studien, Ruhr-Universität Bochum, 
for May-August 2018.

Marja Vierros, VRS 2012-13, was appointed Associate Professor 
of Classical Philology at the University of Helsinki in March 
2018.

Zeev Weiss, VRS 2016, will be the Leon Levy Foundation 
Professor of Jewish Material Culture at the Bard Graduate 
Center during spring 2019.

Mantha Zarmakoupi, VRS 2009-10, recently began a new 
position as Morris Russell and Josephine Chidsey Williams 
Assistant Professor in Roman Architecture at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

Visiting Research Scholars 2018-19
Ursula Brosseder, University of Bonn
Dynamics of Social Change in Early Inner Asia: A Comparative Study 
of Societies from the Late Bronze Age to the Late Iron Age and the 
First Steppe Empire of the Xiongnu

Coleman Connelly, Visiting Assistant Professor
Ph.D., Harvard University
Athens in Baghdad: The Abbasid Search for a Greek Past

J. Andrew Dufton, Visiting Assistant Professor
Ph.D., Brown University
Works in Progress: Regional Trends and Grassroots Developments 
in the Cities of Roman North Africa

Ethan Harkness, NYU Gallatin and East Asian Studies
A Complete Translation and Study of the Zhoujiazhai Daybook

David Kertai, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
The Otherworldly Places of Assyria

Allison Miller, Southwestern University
Color in Ancient China: Sources, Culture, Technology, and Science

Pénélope Riboud, Institut National des Langues et Civilisations 
Orientales, Paris
Defining Xian: An Investigation into the Visual, Textual and Archaeo-
logical Sources of Zoroastrianism in Medieval China

Stephanie Rost, Visiting Assistant Professor
Ph.D., State University of New York at Stony Brook
Ancient State Economies: A Case Study of the Umma Province of the 
Ur III State (2112-2004 B.C.)

Daniela Wolin, Visiting Assistant Professor
Ph.D., Yale University
Bioarchaeology of Health and Medical Intervention in Late Shang 
Dynasty, China

View of Trafalgar Square and 
Nelson’s Column from the interior 
of the National Gallery in London

The Roman forum in Rome Stone Pillars at Sisupalgarh, India



Conferences Public Events

Unless otherwise indicated, public events sponsored by ISAW take place on the fi rst or second fl oor of our building. Both fl oors 
are accessible by elevator from our entry lobby, and an ADA-compliant bathroom is available in the basement level, which is 

also accessible by elevator. Our Lecture Hall is equipped with an FM assistive listening transmitter. A small number of personal 
receivers, compatible with headphones and hearing aids, are available for checkout from staff  on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 

 SEPTEMBER 
20 AIA Lecture: Troy and Gordion: The Historiography of   
 Excavation at Two Legendary Sites in Anatolia
 C. Brian Rose, University of Pennsylvania

26 Ancient Iran in Muslim Eyes: The Fate of Persian History
 in the Islamic World
 Robert Hoyland, ISAW
 The reception to follow will celebrate recent 
 publications by ISAW community members

 OCTOBER 
11 ARCE Lecture: Understanding Ancient Egyptian Comics: 
 Conversations, Quarrels, and Songs in Ancient Egyptian  
 Tombs 
 Stephen Harvey, Ahmose and Tetisheri Project

22 Prospective Student Open House
 10:30am

25 Exhibition Lecture: Seeing the Supernatural: Art and 
 Religion in Roman Gaul
 Kimberly Cassibry, Wellesley College

30 From Hebrew Bible Studies to the Studies of the Ancient 
 Near East: Approaches Towards a History of Religion of  
 Mesopotamia
 Beate Pongratz-Leisten, ISAW

30 Exhibition Lecture: The Cabinet des médailles: Luxury 
 and Power from Ancient Rome to Modern France*
 Clare Fitzgerald, ISAW 
 *This event will take place at La Maison Française NYU at 
 16 Washington Mews

 NOVEMBER
6 Defi ning ‘Xian’: Methodological Approaches and Ques-  
 tions to the Study of Zoroastrianism in Medieval China
 Pénélope Riboud, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar

8 The Twelfth Annual Leon Levy Lecture
 supported by the Peter Jay Sharp Foundation
 Urbanism and the History of Architectural Restlessness
 Monica Smith, University of California, Los Angeles

10 Exhibition Gallery Event: Sketch Night 
 Joan Chiverton, Fashion Institute of Technology
 5:30-8:00pm

15 Exhibition Gallery Talk: Ancient Silversmithing and 
 Modern Practice
 Wendy Yothers, Fashion Institute of Technology

29 Exhibition Lecture: A Roman Temple Treasure: The 
 Berthouville Silver and Its Contexts
 Kenneth Lapatin, J. Paul Getty Museum

 DECEMBER
4 Site Under Construction: A Century of Monuments at   
 Thuburbo Maius, Tunisia
 J. Andrew Dufton, ISAW Visiting Assistant Professor

6 Exhibition Panel Conversation: The Berthouville 
 Treasure and the Gallo-Roman World: Art, Literature, 
 and Cultural History 
 Moderator: Clare Fitzgerald, ISAW
 Panelists: James Uden, Boston University; Andrew
 Johnston, Yale University; Francesco de Angelis, 
 Princeton University

15 Exhibition Gallery Talk: Ancient Silversmithing and   
 Modern Practice 
 Wendy Yothers, Fashion Institute of Technology
 4:00-5:00pm

 JANUARY
5  Exhibition Gallery Event: Sketch Morning
 Joan Chiverton, Fashion Institute of Technology
 9:00-11:30am

All events require an RSVP at isaw.nyu.edu/rsvp or 212.992.7800 and begin at 6pm in the Lecture 
Hall unless otherwise noted.  Admission to lectures closes 10 minutes after scheduled start time. 

Please visit isaw.nyu.edu for event updates. 

Digital Approaches to Teaching the Ancient Mediterranean
Conference organized by Sebastian Heath (ISAW), David Ratzan (ISAW), Tom Elliott (ISAW), 
and Patrick J. Burns (ISAW)
October 26, 9:15am-5:30pm   

Digital resources have become an essential part 
of studying the languages, history, and material 
culture of the Ancient Mediterranean. This one-day 
conference looks at how this disciplinary turn is being 
integrated into both undergraduate and graduate 
courses. There will be sustained attention during 
the day on current practice and the speakers all 
bring considerable experience. Speakers will also 
address the goals of using digital methods, tools 
and resources in a wide range of pedagogic and 
institutional settings. Digital approaches to teaching 
do not merely replicate earlier methods so new 
possibilities for expanding the scope of curricula will 
be an important topic. The day will end with a panel 
discussion and we will welcome input from all who 
are in attendance.

The conference is co-sponsored by ISAW and the Society for Classical Studies. RSVP required at isaw.nyu.edu/RSVP

Sketchfab user syl476 based on Yale University Art Gallery 2010.40.1

The Archaeology of Neighborhood Life: Concepts, Communities, and Change
Conference organized by J. Andrew Dufton (ISAW) and Katherine Harrington (Florida State University)
December 14
The neighborhood off ers 
rich ground to explore the 
social life of the ancient 
city—an intermediate unit 
of study, smaller than 
issues of top-down urban 
planning or state action but 
larger than the intimate 
details of the household. 
Yet despite this potential, 
the archaeology and 
history of neighborhoods 
remains underappreciated. 

This conference takes full advantage of a growing number of scholars interested in the communal and cultural aspects of city 
districts. Thematic topics include the conceptual and methodological implications of the neighborhood, its role in community 
formation, and its relevance in understanding long-term urban developments. Conference speakers, drawn from diverse 
departments with research in disparate regions and periods, all share a commitment to understanding and comparing 
neighborhoods. Their work relies not solely on quantifi cation but on social foundations, not only on big data but also on close, 
comprehensive readings of the dynamic sphere of daily interaction among city residents. The interdisciplinary exchange and 
dialogue created by this event will set an exciting new research agenda for future studies on the archaeology of neighborhood life.

RSVP required at isaw.nyu.edu/RSVP
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Juxtaposing modern (NYC) and ancient (Utica, Tunisia) neighborhood life

Im
age Courtesy of J Andrew Dufton



DOCTORAL PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 22, 10:30AM 

Register at isaw.nyu.edu/rsvp

ISAW is focused on creating a new generation of scholars whose work crosses over the 
disciplinary boundaries of traditional departments. 

Comprehensive funding packages are available for all accepted students.

isaw.nyu.edu/graduate-studies

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD
New York University
15 E. 84th St., New York, NY 10028
Tel. 212-992-7800, Fax 212-992-7809
isaw.nyu.edu


