














Publications

Recent Publications

A selection of books by ISAW faculty, research associates, and former scholars.
For a more comprehensive list of recent publications, please visit: isaw.nyu.edu/news/recent-publications-february-2018

Claudia Chang (ISAW Research Associate), Rethinking Prehistoric Central Asia: Shepherdg/ ffdomeshandiiiomads
Routledge, 2017).

The peoples of Inner Asia in the second half of the first millennium BC have long been considered to be nomads, engaging in warfare and
conflict. This book, which presents the findings of new archaeological research in southeastern Kazakhstan, analyzes these findings to present
important conclusions about the nature of Inner Asian society in this period. Pots, animal bones, ancient plant remains, and mudbricks are
details from the material record proving that the ancient folk cultivated wheat, barley, and the two millets, and also husbanded sheep, goats,
cattle, and horses. The picture presented is of societies which were more complex than heretofore understood: with an economic foundation
based on both herding and farming, producing surplus agricultural goods which were exported, and with a hierarchical social structure,
including elites and commoners, made cohesive by gift-giving, feasting, and tribute, rather than conflict and warfare. The book includes
material on the impact of the first opening of the Silk Route by the Han emperors of China. (Routledge)

Damian Fernandez (ISAW VRS 2009-10), Aristocrats and Statehood in Western lberia, 30%—

C.E. (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2017).

In a distant corner of the late antique world, along the Atlantic river valleys of western Iberia,
local elite populations lived through the ebb and flow of empire and kingdoms as historical
agents with their own social strategies. Contrary to earlier historiographical accounts, these
aristocrats were not oppressed by a centralized Roman empire or its successor kingdoms;
nor was there an inherent conflict between central states and local elites. Instead, Damidn
Ferndndez argues, there was an interdependency of state and local aristocracies. The upper
classes embraced state projects to assert their ascendancy within their communities. By doing
50, they enacted statehood at the local level, bringing state presence to the remotest corners
of Iberia, both under Roman rule and during the later Suevic and Visigothic kingdoms. (Penn
Press)

Maya Maskarinec (ISAW VRS 2016-17), City of Saints: Rebuilding Rome in the E
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018).

CITY OF SAINTS

Rebuilding Rome in the Early Middle Ages
MAYA MASKARINEC

Conventional narratives explain the rise of Christian Rome as resulting from an increasingly
powerful papacy. In City of Salitatkarinec looks outward, to examine how Rome interacted
with the wider Mediterranean world in the Byzantine period. During the early Middle Ages,
the city imported dozens of saints and their legends, naturalized them, and physically layered
their cults onto the city's imperial and sacred topography. Maskarinec documents Rome’s
spectacular physical transformation, drawing on church architecture, frescoes, mosaics,
inscriptions, Greek and Latin hagiographical texts, and less-studied documents that attest

to the commemoration of these foreign saints. These sources reveal a vibrant plurality of
voices—Byzantine administrators, refugees, aristocrats, monks, pilgrims, and others—who
shaped a distinctly Roman version of Christianity. City of Saitersls its analysis to the end
of the ninth century, when the city’s ties to the Byzantine world weakened. Rome’s political
and economic orbits moved toward the Carolingian world, where the saints’ cults circulated,
valorizing Rome’s burgeoning claims as a microcosm of the “universal” Christian church. (Penn
Press)
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Willem Floor and D.T. Potts (ISAW Professor of Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology
and History), The Persian Gulf: Khark: The Islaildshitgtorold: Stagey
Publishers, 2017).

The island of Khark was an important link in Persian Gulf navigation, supplying passing
ships with water, victuals, and pilots for ships sailing to and from Basra. In the eighteenth
century, the Dutch made the island their center of trade in the Persian Gulf, and by the
nineteenth century the island was dubbed “the most important strategic point in the
Persian Gulf.” This book presents the history of Khark from its pre-Islamic occupation,

as attested both archaeologically and in written sources, to the modern day. (Mage
Publishers)

Valeriya Kozlovskaya (ISAW VRS 2008-9), ed., The Northern Black Sea in Anti
eé\élé)rks, Connectivity, and Cult{{eadtittgz detioridge University Press,
17).

The Northern Black Sea region, despite its distance from the centers of classical
civilizations, played an integral role in the socio-economic life of the ancient Greco-Roman
world. The chapters in this book, written by experts on the region, explore topics such
as the trade, religion, political culture, art and architecture, and the local non-Greek
populations, from the foundation of the first Greek colonies on the North Pontic shores
at the end of the seventh and sixth century BCE through the first centuries of the Roman
imperial period. This volume closely examines relevant categories of archaeological
material, including amphorae, architectural remains, funerary and dedicatory
monuments, inscriptions, and burial complexes. Geographically, it encompasses the
coastal territories of modern Russia and Ukraine. The Northern Black Sea in Antiquity
embraces an inclusive and comparative approach while discussing new archaeological
evidence, offering fresh insights into familiar questions, and presenting original
interpretations of well-known artifacts. (Cambridge University Press)

Lidewijde de Jong (ISAW VRS 2010-11), The Archaeology of Death in Roman Syri
Commemoration, an@aibmidge Cambridge University Press, 2017).

THE ARCHAEOLOGY
OF DEATH
IN ROMAN SYRIA

BURIAL, COMMEMORATION,
AND EMPIRE

In the first centuries of the Common Era, an eclectic collection of plain and embellished
underground and aboveground tombs filled the cemeteries of the Roman province of
Syria. Its inhabitants used rituals of commemoration to express messages about their local
identity, family, and social position, while simultaneously ensuring that the deceased was
given proper burial rites. In this book, Lidewijde de Jong investigates these customs and
the belief systems that governed the choices made in the commemoration of Syrian men,
women and children. Presenting the first all-inclusive overview of the archaeology of death
in Roman Syria, this book combines spatial analysis of cemeteries with the study of funerary
architecture, decoration, and grave goods, as well as information about the deceased
provided by sculptural, epigraphic, and osteological sources. It sheds a new light on life
and death in Syria and offers a novel way of understanding provincial culture in the Roman
Empire. (Cambridge University Press)

LIDEWIJDE DE JONG
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Community News

Appointment of Clare Fitzgerald, Associate Director for Exhibitions and Gallery Curator
Alexander Jones, Leon Levy Director and Professor of History of the Exact Sciences in Antiquity

| am delighted to announce the appointment of the Michael C. Carlos Museum. Her academic

(lare Fitzgerald as Associate Director for Exhibitions  background is in Egyptology, with a particular

and Gallery Curator at the Institute for the Study research interest in coffins and tombs. She has

of the Ancient World, effective March 12, 2018. held a number of fellowships, including at the

Dr. Fitzgerald will lead ISAW's acclaimed program American Research Center in Egypt and the

of exhibitions exploring themes related to ISAW's Metropolitan Museum of Art. She has been a

mission to foster study and understanding of the Consulting Curator and Guest Curator at the

ancient world through innovative, connective, and Munson-Williams-Proctor Art Institute (Utica, NY),

interdisciplinary approaches. and Guest Curator at the Newark Museum, where
she oversaw the reinstallation of the museum’s

(lare Fitzgerald holds a PhD in Art History from Ancient Mediterranean collection, which opened in

Emory University (Atlanta), where she has been December.

Senior Manager of Educational Programs at

ISAW Students Receive NYU Global Research Initiatives Fellowships

Marc LeBlanc, Assistant Director of Academic Affairs

ISAW students Irene Soto, Sam Mirelman, Maria Americo, and Fan Zhang are all recent recipients of NYU Global Research Initiatives (GRI)
fellowships, which form part of an NYU provostial initiative to support research and academic exchange at NYU Research Institute sites outside
of New York, in locations such as Athens, Berlin, Florence, London, Prague, Shanghai, and Washington, DC, and Tel Aviv.

During the 2016-2017 academic year, Irene Soto was the recipient of two NYU GRI fellowships to
support her dissertation research and writing. Irene spent three months during fall 2016 working
on her doctoral dissertation, entitled “The Economic Integration of a Late Roman Province: Egypt
from Diocletian to Anastasius,” as a GRI fellow at NYU Paris, which is located in the heart of the Latin
Quarter. During her time in Paris, Irene had the opportunity to conduct research in the libraries of
the Sorbonne, the Bibliothéque nationale de France, which houses the Cabinet de Médailles, and
the College de France. After her GRI fellowship in Paris formally ended, Irene was able to remain

in residence at NYU Paris during spring 2017 and take a class on multilingualism in Egypt with Prof.
Jean-Luc Fournet at the Collége de France. During summer 2017, Irene participated in a six-week
dissertation writing workshop as a GRI fellow in London. The fellowship provided housing in historic
Bloomsbury and office space at NYU London, which Irene describes as “a majestic town house
located next to the British Museum, as well as a 5-minute walk from the Institute of Classical Studies
library.” Being in London allowed Irene to meet with one of her dissertation advisors at Oxford, Prof.
Andrew Meadows, through whom she joined Oxford's “Coin Hoards of the Roman Empire” project.
According to Irene, the best aspect of her fellowships was “meeting many different people from
European institutions and other NYU departments.”

Sam Mirelman received an NYU GRI fellowship to support research on his doctoral dissertation, “Text and Performance in the
Mesopotamian Liturgical Tradition,” in Berlin for three months during spring 2017. During his stay in Berlin, Sam was provided with work
space in the NYU Berlin academic center, which is located in a converted former brewery complex, Kulturbrauerei, in the Prenzlauer Berg
district, and had the pleasure of meeting various other PhD students and faculty from various disciplines, who were also there in Berlin as
recipients of GRI fellowships. Sam’s fellowship in Berlin was especially important for his dissertation research because it allowed him to
spend an extended period of time working on the cuneiform tablet collections of the Vorderasiatisches Museum, including an important
collection of Sumerian (Emesal dialect) lamentations from Babylon, which date to the 2nd and 1st centuries BCE. These tablets, some of which
can be joined to tablets in the Metropolitan Museum of Artin New York, are the central focus of Sam’s dissertation, which investigates these
and related tablets for the unique information that they contain concerning the performance traditions of ancient Babylonia. Sam is especially
grateful to the “very helpful staff at the NYU Center, who were always available for advice and support.”
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As an NYU GRI fellow, Maria Americo spent three months in Washington, DC during
fall 2017. Being in Washington, DC allowed Maria to conduct research in two world-class
libraries with particular relevance to her doctoral dissertation topic: the Library of Congress
and the George Washington University Library. Maria was provided with office space and
a work station at NYU's Constance Milstein and Family Global Academic Center in DC,
which she describes as “a wonderfully quiet building, accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week,” which was particularly conducive to long stretches of uninterrupted and focused
dissertation writing. According to Maria, biweekly meetings of NYU researchers at the DC
site provide “fellows the opportunity to build a scholarly community while they are away
from home to discuss their research, work, and life in DC.” During her time in DC, Maria
completed a 248-page draft of her doctoral dissertation, entitled “An Analysis of Ninth-
Century Reception of Claudius Ptolemy’s Astronomy in the Arabic Tradition.” Reflecting
on her fellowship, Maria notes “the GRI fellowship’s generous support gave me the
opportunity to research and write, without the distraction of any other obligations, at just
the moment | needed it. For that, I will always be grateful.”

According to Fan Zhang, the recipient of an NYU GRI fellowship

in Shanghai during fall 2017, the “GRI fellowship allowed me to

spend three productive months working on my dissertation and job
applications.” During her fellowship at the NYU campus in Shanghai,
Fan benefitted tremendously from academic exchanges with faculty
and fellows of the Center for Global Asia and made significant progress
on her doctoral dissertation, entitled “Cultural Encounters: Ethnic
Complexity and Material Expression in Fifth-century Pingcheng, China.”
In addition, Fan was able to attend several job market workshops
organized by the NYU Shanghai Humanities group during the fall;
these workshops were especially helpful to Fan since she is finishing
her dissertation this year and is currently on the academic job market.
Qutside of campus, Fan had the opportunity to build connections with
other universities and institutes in Shanghai, such as Fudan University,
where she gave a talk on her dissertation research. Based on the
overwhelmingly positive experience that Fan had in Shanghai, she
hopes that more ISAW members will join the GRI fellowship program
and visit the NYU Shanghai campus in the future.

NYU

Around the World

Visiting Student Update: Xiaoyan Qi
Marc LeBlanc, Assistant Director of Academic Affairs

Xiaoyan Qi, who spent the
2015-16 academic year as
avisiting student at ISAW,
successfully defended her

under a host of world renowned scholars,” including Roger Bagnall,
Judith Lerner, Annette Juliano, Sren Stark, and Robert Hoyland,
who introduced her to new historiographic and methodological
approaches to scholarship. One highlight of Xiaoyan's experience
doctoral dissertation, entitled in New York was conducting research in the ISAW Library, where
“The History of Hellenism in she spent countless hours tracking down new references in the
Sogdiana,” and received her PhD  stacks and reading. Another highlight was her participation in the
from Nankai University in Tianjin, ~ American Numismatic Society’s Eric P. Newman Graduate Seminar in
~ (hina, on November 19, 2017. Numismatics during summer 2016. Xiaoyan remembers her year at

| According to Xiaoyan, her time ISAW very fondly and notes that the experience of studying at ISAW
at ISAW provided her with “the “changed my life and opened a world of opportunities that | did not
opportunity to meet and study ever imagine possible.”

ISAW Newsletter 20, Winter 2018 13



Community News

Visiting Research Scholar Update: Wu Xin

Diane Bennett, Associate Director for Administration

Visiting scholar from one of ISAW's first cohorts, Wu Xin has recently started as
Professor of Central Asian and Iranian Studies in the History Department of Fudan
University, Shanghai, China. She has also been awarded a three-year Scholar of the
Qrient grant by Shanghai, which will continue to fund her research. At Fudan, she
will be teaching on the Art and Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, Iran and Central
Asia and plans to resume her archaeological excavation at Kyzyltepa in Uzbekistan in
the Spring of 2018. She has taken a little break from excavating to become the proud
mom of twins!

Digital Programs

Tom Elliott, Associate Director for Digital Programs

Public ]

—vents

25

30
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JANUARY

ARCE Lecture: My Violent King: War and Violence in
Non-Royal Sources

Niv Allon, The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Cutting Rome Down To Size: The Gentle Art of the
Historical Summary
David Levene, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar

20

22

27

Starting in 2013, a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities for the Digital Corpus of Literary Papyrology (DCLP) provided

funding for ISAW to work jointly with the Institute of Papyrology at the University of Heidelberg and other institutions. Under the leadership

FEBRUARY

AIA Lecture: Greeks in the North: The Excavation and
Survey of a Trading Port in Aegean Thrace

Nathan Arrington, Princeton University

Revisiting Harappan Iconography: Seals, Sealing
and Tablets as Small Windows onto the Indus
Valley Civilization

Marta Ameri, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar

Fragments of Greek Science in a Palimpsest from
Bobbio
Alexander Jones, ISAW

Film Screening: “The Poor Man of Nippur" in the
Original Babylonian

21

28

29

The 9th Annual M.I. Rostovtzeff Lecture Series

The Sky over Ancient Irag: Babylonian Astronomy in
Context

Mathieu Ossendrijver, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin

Rostovtzeff Lecture I; Babylonian Astronomy:
Interpreting an Ancient Science

Rostovtzeff Lecture II: Keeping the Watch: Babylonian
Astronomical Diaries and More

Savoring the Past: The Archaeology of Food and
Foodways
Katheryn Twiss, Stony Brook University

of Roger Bagnall and managed by Tom Elliott, the DCLP team successfully documented nearly 15,000 fragments of ancient literary works and
produced nearly 1,000 digital texts over the past four academic years. These records are now openly available at LitPap.info, using software 8

that in the coming year will be integrated into
the existing Papyri.info system operated by
our partners in the Collaboratory for Classics
Computing at Duke University.

Elliott, in collaboration with Prof. Sarah Bond
(University of lowa, Classics) conducted a a work-
shop on the Pleiades gazetteer of ancient places
at the annual meeting of the Archaeological Insti-
tute of America (Boston, January 2018). Entitled
“Turning Spatial with Pleiades,” the workshop
focused on ways that Pleiades and its partner re-
sources can be used to involve undergraduates in
scholarly research; to prepare maps for teaching,
presentation, and publication; and to connect
one's own digital projects to the scholarly graph
of Linked Open Data for ancient studies.

20
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Nicola Reggiani, University of Parma (Italy), Todd Hickey, University
of California, Berkeley, David Raztan, Valeria Piano, University of
Florence (Italy)
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MARCH

The Turin Erotic Papyrus
Ann Macy Roth, New York University

Unscripted: The Visuality of Monumental Script in
Ptolemaic Egypt
Emily Cole, ISAW Visiting Assistant Professor

ARCE Lecture: Dirty Pictures for a Dangerous Goddess:

"

12

17

24

APRIL
Rostovtzeff Lecture III: Algorithms, Tables, and Figures:
New Insights into Babylonian Mathematical Astronomy

Rostovtzeff Lecture IV: Astronomers, Temples, and
Society: Babylonian Astronomy in Context

Exhibitions Lecture: Alexander to Iskandar: Paintings
from Persian and Turkish Manuscripts
Aysin Yoltar-Yildirim, Brooklyn Museum

What Do Barbarians Eat? Food and Society at the Fringes
of the Shang and Zhou World
Yitzchak Jaffe, ISAW Visiting Assistant Professor

Babylonians and Elamites in the Zagros: Where Did One
World End and the Other Begin?
Daniel Potts, ISAW

10

MAY

Exhibitions Lecture: The Migrations of Islamic Science in
Renaissance Europe

Robert G. Morrison, Bowdoin College

All events require an RSVP at isaw.nyu.edu/rsvp or 212.992.7800 and begin at
6pm in the Lecture Hall unless otherwise noted.
Admission to lectures closes 10 minutes after scheduled start time.
Please visit isaw.nyu.edu for event updates.

On a limited, first-come, first-served basis, ISAW is able to provide assistive listening devices at public events in our Lecture Hall.
To ensure an optimal listening experience, we recommend that guests bring their own headphones (with a standard 1/8-inch
audio jack) to connect to our devices. Please direct questions, comments, or suggestions to isaw@nyu.edu.
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Become a Supporter of ISAW!

Support from our Friends and donors is essential to the mission
of ISAW as we seek to foster the study of ancient civilizations
across the broad horizons of antiquity.

Through annual membership giving, Friends are invited to join
in the academic life at ISAW, receiving many benefits through-
out the year. These include discounts at the gallery store,
preferred seating at public events, invitations to annual ISAW
events and informal Fireside Chats with our faculty, as well as
increased access to the Library and Exhibitions.

For more information on becoming a Friend of ISAW or making
a donation online, please visit:

isaw.nyu.edu/giving




