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VRS Alumni (continued)
with U. Brosseder, J.-O. Gantulga, G. Grupe, G. McGlynn, S. Reichert, 
and C. Yeruul-Erdene. “Bioarchaeological Research on the Bronze 
and Iron Age Cemetery of Maikhan Tolgoi, Upper Orkhon Valley, 
Central Mongolia.” In Актуальные вопросы археологии и этнологии 
Центральной Азии. Материалы международной научной конференции 
Улан-Удэ, 7-8 апреля 2015 г., ed. Б. В. Базаров, 188-199. Иркутск: 
Оттиск, 2015.
Jan Bremmer (2012-13)
Ed., with D. Boschung. The Materiality of Magic. Munich: Wilhelm Fink, 
2015.
“From Books with Magic to Magical Books in Ancient Greece and 
Rome.” In The Materiality of Magic, eds. D. Boschung and J.N. Bremmer, 
241-269. Munich: Wilhelm Fink, 2015.
“Greek Religion and the Ancient Near East.” In Oxford Handbook of 
Ancient Greek Religion, eds. E. Eidinow and J. Kindt, 605-619. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2015.
Ari Bryen (2008-09)
“Reading the Citizenship Papyrus (P.Giss. 40).” In Citizenship and Empire 
in Europe, 200-1900: The Antonine Constitution after 1800 Years, ed. C. 
Ando, 29-43. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 2016.
Muriel Debié (2009-10)
L’écriture de l’histoire en syriaque: Transmissions interculturelles et 
constructions identitaires entre hellénisme et islam. Avec des répertoires des 
textes historiographiques en annexe. Leuven: Peeters, 2015.
Ed., with F. Briquel Chatonnet. Manuscripta syriaca. Des sources de 
première main. Paris: Geuthner, 2015.

Jacco Dieleman (2010-11)
Ed., with B. Backes. Liturgical Texts for Osiris and the Deceased in Late 
Period and Greco-Roman Egypt: Proceedings of the Colloquiums at New 
York (ISAW), 6 May 2011, and Freudenstadt, 18-21 July 2012. Wiesbaden: 
Harrassowitz, 2015.

Fiona Kidd (2011-12)
with E. Baker Brite. “Colour in context: status indicators and elite dress 
in pre-Islamic Central Asia.” Arts Asiatiques 70 (2015): 33-48.
Sarah Laursen (2011-12)
with D. Strahan. “Art and Technology in a Chinese Gold Cicada 
Plaque.” Archives of Asian Art 64.1 (2014): 43-57.
Rachel Mairs (2007-08)
The Hellenistic Far East: Archaeology, Language and Identity in Greek Central 
Asia. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2014. 
From Khartoum to Jerusalem: The Dragoman Solomon Negima and his 
Clients, 1885-1933. London: Bloomsbury, forthcoming 2016. 
Annalisa Marzano (2010-11)
“Villas as Instigators and Indicators of Economic Growth.” In Structure 
and Performance in the Roman Economy: Models, Methods and Case 
Studies, eds. P. Erdkamp and K. Verboven, 197-221. Brussels: Latomus, 
2015.
“The Variety of Villa Production: From agriculture to aquaculture.” In 
Ownership and Exploitation of Land and Natural Resources in the Roman 
World, eds. P. Erdkamp, K. Verboven, and A. Zuiderhoek, 187-206. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.
“Reshaping the Past, Shaping the Present: Andrea De Jorio and 
Naples’ Classical Heritage.” In Remembering Parthenope: The Reception of 
Classical Naples from Antiquity to the Present, eds. C. Buongiovanni and J. 
Hughes, 266-283. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.
Mathieu Ossendrijver (2010-11)
“The Story of the Magi in the Light of Alexander the Great’s Encounters 
with Chaldeans.” In The Star of Bethlehem and the Magi: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives from Experts on the Ancient Near East, the Greco-Roman World, 
and Modern Astronomy, eds. P. Bartel and G. van Kooten, 217-230. 
Boston: Brill, 2015.

Publications
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“Compendia and Procedure Texts in the Mesopotamian Astral 
Sciences.” In In the Wake of the Compendia: Infrastructural Contexts and the 
Licensing of Empiricism in Ancient and Medieval Mesopotamia, ed. J. Cale 
Johnson, 47-57. Boston: De Gruyter, 2015.
“The Powers of 9 and Related Mathematical Tables from Babylon.” 
Journal of Cuneiform Studies 66 (2014): 149-169.
Michael Penn (2011-12)
Envisioning Islam: Syriac Christians in the Early Muslim World. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2015.
When Christians First Met Muslims: A Source Book of the Earliest Syriac 
Writings on Islam. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2015.
Christine Proust (2009-10)
“A tree-structured list in a mathematical series text from 
Mesopotamia.” In Texts, Textual Acts and the History of Science, eds. K. 
Chemla and J. Virbel, 281-316. Cham: Springer, 2015.
“Mathematical Lists: From Archiving to Innovation.” In Tradition and 
Innovation in the Ancient Near East. Proceedings of the 57th Rencontre 
Assyriologique Internationale at Rome, 4-8 July 2011, eds. A. Archi and A. 
Bremanti. Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 2015.
“Des listes pour apprendre, résoudre, classer, archiver, explorer ou 
inventer.” In The Frontiers of Ancient Science: Essays in Honor of Heinrich 
von Staden, eds. K.-D. Fischer and B. Holmes, 493-514. Berlin: De 
Gruyter, 2015.
J. Nicholas Reid (2014-15)
“Runaways and Fugitive Catchers during the Third Dynasty of Ur.” 
Journal of the Economic and Social History of the Orient 58 (2015): 576-605.
Francesca Rochberg (2013-14)
“Conceiving the History of Science Forward.” In The Frontiers of Ancient 
Science: Essays in Honor of Heinrich von Staden, eds. K.-D. Fischer, and B. 
Holmes, 515-531. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2015.
“The Babylonians and the Rational: Contexts of Rational Reasoning 
in Cuneiform Scribal Scholarship.” In In the Wake of the Compendia: 
Infrastructural Contexts and the Licensing of Empiricism in Ancient and 
Medieval Mesopotamia, ed. J. Cale Johnson, 209-248. Boston: De 
Gruyter, 2015. 
Caroline Sauvage (2009-10)
with D. Pardee. “L’itinéraire maritime d’une reine d’Ougarit. Note sur 
le texte RS 94.2406 – in memoriam Pierre Bordreuil.” Syria 92 (2015).
“A Maritime Celebration to Aphrodite-Astarte: A Note on the Dor 
Scapula.” Israel Exploration Journal 65 (2015): 69-89.
“Nouvelle réflexion sur le dépôt aux 80 jarres de Minet el-Beida.” In De 
l’île d’Aphrodite au Paradis perdu: itinéraire d’un gentilhomme lyonnais: en 
hommage à Yves Calvet, eds. M. Al-Maqdissi, B. Geyer, and V. Matoïan, 
63-76. Leuven: Peeters, 2015.
Juan Manuel Tebes (2015)
“Investigating the Painted Pottery Traditions of the First Millennium BC 
Northwestern Arabia and Southern Levant: Contexts of Discovery and 
Painted Decorative Motives.” ARAM 28 (2015). 

Víctor Alonso Troncoso (2013)
“The Zoology of Kingship: From Alexander the Great to the Epigoni (336 
- c. 250 BC).” Anabasis: Studia Classica et Orientalia 5 (2014): 53-75.
Li Zhang (2012-13)
“Landscape of China’s Participation in the Bronze Age Eurasian 
Network.” Journal of World Prehistory 28:3 (2015): 179-213.
Liangren Zhang (2013-14)
with H. Wang. “Painted pottery from the Xichengyi Site in Zhangye 
City (张掖市西城驿遗址的彩陶).” The Archaeology of Northern 
Ethnicity (北方民族考古) 2 (2015): 91-101.
with E. Lü and Y. Zhang. “Early Iron Age archaeology of the Turfan Basin 
(吐鲁番地区早期铁器时代考古).” Study of Early China (早期
中国研究) 2 (2015/16).
Alice Yao (2008-09)
The Ancient Highlands of Southwest China: From the Bronze Age to the Han 
Empire. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.

Mantha Zarmakoupi (2009-10)
“Les maisons des négociants italiens à Délos: structuration de l’espace 
domestique dans une société en mouvement.” Cahiers Mondes anciens 
7 (2015).
“Balancing Acts Between Ancient and Modern Cities: The Ancient Greek 
Cities Project of C. A. Doxiadis.” Architectural Histories 3:1 (2015).
“The spatial environment of inscriptions and graffiti in domestic 
spaces: the case of Delos.” In Inscriptions in the Private Sphere in the 
Greco-Roman World, eds. R. Benefiel and P. Keegan, 50-79. Leiden and 
Boston: Brill, 2016.



Library News

Announcements and News
Gabriel McKee
Gabriel McKee has been appointed ISAW’s first Librarian for Collections 
and Services. Gabriel arrived last year as a cataloger and immediately 
immersed himself in the work of our library and the life of our com-
munity. As a faculty librarian, Gabriel will help manage ISAW’s growing 
print and digital collections and contribute to the development of new 
public services and instructional offerings in ISAW Library. In addition 
to his MLIS, Gabriel holds a Master’s degree in Theological Studies 
from the Harvard Divinity School. His areas of scholarly interest include 
patristics, medieval mystical literature, the intersection of science fiction 
and theology, metadata and scholarly communication in ancient stud-
ies, and small press bibliography (and you may see him pursue some 
of these interests on the ISAW Library blog). His publications include 
The Persistence of Poe: The Edgar Allan Poe Collection of Susan Jaffe 
Tane (2014), The Gospel According to Science Fiction (2007), and Pink 

Beams of Light From the God in 
the Gutter: The Science Fictional 
Religion of Philip K. Dick (2003) 
and he is currently working 
on a bibliography of the 
West Virginia-based fringe 
publisher Saucerian Books, 
a guide to best practices for 
the cataloging of comics and 
graphic novels, and a study of 
the fourth-century heresiarch 
Priscillian of Avila.

Gilles Bransbourg
Gilles Bransbourg, ISAW Re-
search Associate and Adjunct 
Curator of Roman Coins at the 
American Numismatic Society, 
gave a talk at this year’s 22nd 
International Congress of 
Historical Sciences (ICHS). 
His talk was entitled “Reddite 
quae sunt Caesaris, Caesari. 
Late Antiquity and the Dream 
of Fair Taxation” and was 
presented as part of the Late 
Antiquity in Contemporary 
Debate on August 26, 2015. The Debate was one of the “Specialized 
Theme” series of the ICHS and was organized by Rita Lizzi Testa with 
the support of the Italian National Committee. 

Francesca Rochberg
Francesca Rochberg, ISAW Senior Fellow and VRS Alumna (2013-
14), has shared the results of her research at numerous academic 
conferences in the United States and Europe in recent months and will 
continue her active presentation schedule in 2016. On November 17, 
2014, she presented “Categories, Kinds, and Determinatives” in Berlin 
at a conference titled Die Sprache des Bewusstseins und das Bewusstsein 
von Sprache im Alten Orient. In April 2015, she gave a paper on the topic 
of “Ina lumun attalī Sin: On Evil and Lunar Eclipses” in Würzburg at 

a conference titled The 
Sources of Evil: Complex-
ity and Systematization, 
Differentiation and 
Interdependency in Meso-
potamian Exorcistic Lore. 
On November 20, 2015, 
Rochberg presented “The 
Representation of Phe-
nomena in Babylonian 
Astronomical Models” in 
a session titled “Knowing 
Nature in the Ancient 
World” at a meeting of the History of Science Society in San Francisco.  
In a session on “Hebrew Scriptures and Cognate Literatures” at a 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in Atlanta on November 22, 
2015, she presented “What we Talk about when we Talk about Knowl-
edge: Historical Epistemology in the Ancient Near East” for the panel 
“Interaction and Change in Ancient Near Eastern Scribal Cultures.”  In 
May 2016, Rochberg will give a paper titled “Tradition and Innovation 
in Late Babylonian Astral Sciences” at the conference Scholars, Priests 
and Temples - Babylonian and Egyptian Science in Context, to be held at 
TOPOI, Humboldt University, in Berlin. And, finally, in June 2016, she 
will present “Observation and the Empirical Attitude of Babylonian 
Astronomers” at the conference Keeping watch in Babylon: from evidence 
to text in the Astronomical Diaries, to be held in Durham, UK.
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ISAW Newsletter 14, Winter 201614



* Registration is required at isaw.nyu.edu/rsvp or to 212.992.7800 
† Reception to follow 

All events are held in the ISAW Lecture Hall and begin at 6 pm unless otherwise noted. 
Admission to lectures closes 10 minutes after scheduled start time. Please visit isaw.nyu.edu for event updates. 

Public Events
February 2
Excavating One Man’s Lifeworlds in Early China †
Jue Guo, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar
February 4
Narrative Approaches to Counting Roman Amphitheaters †
Sebastian Heath, ISAW
AIA Lecture, 6:30pm
February 11
A View from Below: What a Bronze Age Village Can Tell Us About the Shang 
Dynasty †
Roderick Campbell, ISAW
February 16
Shaping Religious Space in Roman and Late Antique Sepphoris †
Zeev Weiss, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar
March 1
Territorial Barriers in Central Asia: Investigating the “Long Wall” of Bukhara 
(Uzbekistan) †
Sören Stark, ISAW
March 7
Material Worlds: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Contacts and Exchange in 
the Ancient Near East *
Workshop, organized by Arnulf Hausleiter (ISAW Visiting Research 
Scholar), 10:00am-7:15pm
March 8
(Re-)Defining an Ancient Near Eastern Contact Zone: Northwest Arabia in the 
2nd Millennium BC †
Arnulf Hausleiter, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar
March 21
Maya Cultural Heritage: How Archaeologists and Indigenous Peoples Create 
and Conserve the Past †
Patricia McAnany, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Brush Lecture (AIA), 6:30pm
March 22
Through the Looking Glass: An Evolving Perspective on Northern Zhou Dynasty 
(557-581) Buddhist Art †
Annette Juliano, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar
March 24
Memory, Tradition, and Image Production in Ancient Mesopotamia †
Beate Pongratz-Leisten, ISAW
March 10
Veiling the Late Roman House * †
John Stephenson, Appalachian State University

The 7th Annual M.I. Rostovtzeff Lecture Series
Silk Roads and Steppe Roads of Medieval China: History Un-
earthed from Tombs
Jonathan K. Skaff, ISAW Visiting Research Scholar

March 29
Rostovtzeff Lecture Series I:
Settlers and Merchants on the Silk Roads: Sogdians at Turfan *
April 5
Rostovtzeff Lecture Series II:
Sogdians or Borderlanders?, Part I: Lives Revealed in Epitaphs *
April 12
Rostovtzeff Lecture Series III:
Sogdians or Borderlanders?, Part II: Death Rituals Revealed in Tombs *
April 19
Rostovtzeff Lecture Series IV:
A Tang Dynasty Ally in Mongolia: Pugu Yitu (635-678) † *

April 8
The Formation of Cultural Memory: Ancient Mesopotamian Libraries and 
Schools and Their Contribution to the Shaping of Tradition and Identity *
Workshop, organized by Beate Pongratz-Leisten (ISAW), 9:00am-
5:00pm
April 15-16
The Global Eighth Century: A Comparative Assessment of Socio-economic and 
Political Developments in the Eighth Century CE Across Eurasia *
Workshop, organized by Erik Hermans (ISAW); April 15, 10:30am-
5:30pm; April 16, 9:00am-1:00pm
April 22
Iran Across the East/West Trade: Routes of Communication and Exchange, 
Products of Exchange, and Networks of Trade  Circa 500-900 CE *
Workshop, organized by Parvaneh Pourshariati (ISAW Visiting Re-
search Scholar), 9:00am-4:30pm
May 3
At the Intersection of Work, Economy, and Society: Cross-Industry Relations in 
the Roman World †
Elizabeth Murphy, ISAW Visiting Assistant Professor
May 16-17
Cult Practices in Ancient Literatures: Egyptian, Near Eastern and Graeco-Ro-
man Narratives in a Cross-Cultural Perspective *
Workshop, organized by Franziska Naether (ISAW Visiting Research 
Scholar); May 16, 10:00am-6:30pm; May 17, 9:00am-12:00pm
May 19
Coptic Art, Modern Design, Art History: The Changing Value of Late Antique 
Textiles at the Brooklyn Museum * †
Edward Bleiberg, Brooklyn Museum 
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WEBSITE UPGRADE

ISAW’s redesigned website features improved navigation menus, easier-
to-find information for visitors and staff, and a responsive layout that 
works equally well on desktops, laptops, tablets, and phones. Behind-
the-scenes improvements have boosted security and performance, and 
have made it easier for ISAW personnel to create and edit the content 
that appears on the site. 

ISAW’s website provides information on our public lectures and exhibits, 
our academic courses, our digital and library resources and projects, and 
our people. Visit our news blog for updates on ISAW projects or subscribe 
to our mailing list and receive news and event reminders delivered 
directly to your email.

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD
New York University
15 E. 84th St., New York, NY 10028
Tel. 212-992-7800, Fax 212-992-7809
isaw.nyu.edu


