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ExhibitionsConferences
Devotion and Decadence: The Berthouville Treasure and Roman Luxury 
from the Bibliothèque nationale de France
October 17, 2018 - January 6, 2019

Future Philologies, April 20, 2018
Organized by Patrick Burns
Assistant Research Scholar, Digital and Special Projects
The ISAW Library hosted “Future Philologies: Digital Di-
rections in Ancient World Text,” a conference organized 
by Patrick J. Burns, David Ratzan, and Sebastian Heath 
on the intersection of research on historical languages 
and computer science on April 20. The conference 
brought together scholars working on a diverse range 
of languages—Latin, Greek, Coptic, Persian, Arabic, 
Classical Chinese, and Sumerian were represented on 
�W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H���H�•�H�F�W���W�K�D�W���G�L�J�L�W�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
the ability to analyze massive amounts of text is having 
on philological research and teaching. The event was 
co-sponsored by the NYU Center for the Humanities, 
NYU Division of Libraries, NYU Center for Ancient 
Studies, and NYU Department of Classics. The complete 
“Future Philologies” program can be found at http://isaw.nyu.edu/
events/future-philologies.

Two things immediately stood out about the program, both of 
which capture the deeply interdisciplinary and interdepartmental 
aims of the conference: the diversity of historical languages and the 
evolving nature of the collaboration between humanities disciplines 
and computer and information science. In both its linguistic range 
and its incorporation of a digital approach to humanistic inquiry, 
�W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���U�H�5�H�F�W�H�G���L�Q���P�L�Q�L�D�W�X�U�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���R�I���–�6�$�:���V��
mission, namely a dual commitment to a wide geographic and broad 
�F�K�U�R�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���G�H�4�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
innovative research via digital platforms and rich scholarly communi-
ties in ancient studies.

A primary goal of “Future Philologies” was to assemble scholars 
working on large-scale ancient world text projects who might not 
�R�W�K�H�U�Z�L�V�H���4�Q�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���Z�R�U�N���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�����$��

�F�X�Q�H�L�I�R�U�P���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���Z�L�O�O���4�Q�G���D�Q���D�X�G�L�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���D���1�H�D�U��
Eastern Language department, but perhaps not in a Classics depart-
ment. Corpus-based approaches to periodization in Arabic literature 
could be readily adapted to the study of other ancient languages. 
�/�L�Q�J�X�L�V�W�L�F���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�����W�R���E�H���V�X�U�H�����W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H���L�Q�W�R���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���G�L�J�L�W�D�O��
approach and design; but there is also a great deal of overlap at the 
foundational level of most computational approaches to languages, 
and “Future Philologies” took advantage of the common ground to 
expand the vision of all the projects involved. This kind of inclusive 
view of the ancient world is a core strength of ISAW, making it an 
ideal venue for a conference on the future of comparative philology.

A further goal of “Future Philologies” was to include computer 
scientists in the discussion. Computer Science can be seen as a 
discipline of solving interesting problems that, whether for reasons 
�R�I���V�F�D�O�H���R�U���V�X�E�W�O�H�W�\�����D�U�H���G�L�]�F�X�O�W���W�R���V�R�O�Y�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�X�P�D�Q���V�W�X�G�\��
and cognition alone. Managing large collections of untranslated 
Sumerian tablets and making them accessible to automated searches 
is an interesting problem. The periodization of Arabic literature on 
stylistic and philological grounds over centuries is another interesting 
problem. Helping students to learn Greek, Arabic, and Persian more 
�T�X�L�F�N�O�\���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���H�•�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�V���\�H�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�E�O�H�P����
Philology, and comparative philology in particular, contains many 
such problems and, at the level of complex information problems, 
they are not dissimilar to those that CS departments study and solve 
�L�Q���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�V�����7�K�H�V�H���D�U�H���W�K�H���D�U�H�D�V���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���4�Q�G���V�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H��
most innovative work on historical languages in the 21st century.

“Future Philologies” was organized as part of the Linked Ancient 
World Data series, which recently included LAWDNY workshops and 
last fall’s “Digital Publication in Mediterranean Archaeology: Current 
Practice and Common Goals.” This programming continues with our 
next conference “Digital Approaches to Teaching the Ancient Mediter-
ranean” later this year on October 26.

Donald Sturgeon (Harvard University) on 
Accessible Digital Text Analysis for Classical Chinese

Discovered by chance by a farmer in rural Normandy while plowing 
�K�L�V���4�H�O�G�����W�K�H���%�H�U�W�K�R�X�Y�L�O�O�H���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���D�Q�G���E�H�V�W���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G��
hoard of silver from the ancient world. Silver statuettes and ves-
�V�H�O�V���D�E�R�X�W���Q�L�Q�H�W�\���S�L�H�F�H�V���Z�H�L�J�K�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���4�I�W�\���S�R�X�Q�G�V���L�Q���W�R�W�D�O���K�D�G��
been buried in a brick-lined cist during antiquity. Located in an area 
of ancient pilgrimage, assembly, and spectacle, the site was a Gal-
lo-Roman religious sanctuary devoted to Mercury Canetonensis. The 
temple treasure includes extraordinary representations of Mercury 

as well as other pieces illus-
trating vivid episodes from 
the Trojan War and theatrical 
Bacchic scenes. The collec-
�W�L�R�Q���R�•�H�U�V���D���V�W�U�L�N�L�Q�J���H�[�D�P�S�O�H��
of the cross-cultural interac-
tions between Roman and 
indigenous Gallic culture. 

The farmer, Prosper Taurin, 
had originally intended to 
sell the Treasure for the val-
ue of the silver. But instead 
of melting it down (as many 
similar discoveries were 
reported to have been), 
Taurin shared news of his 
good fortune with a relative 
who recommended 
that they show several 
pieces to an expert 

from the Society of Antiquaries of Normandy. This expert, 
Auguste Le Prévost, communicated news of the discovery to 
�3�D�U�L�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Y�L�Q�F�H�G���7�D�X�U�L�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G��
aesthetic qualities enhanced the value of the Treasure beyond 
the market price of the silver. And indeed it did: A bidding war 
ensued between a representative of the Musée du Louvre, 
Charles Lenormant, and a curator from the Bibliothèque na-
tionale de France, Désiré Raoul-Rochette. Raoul-Rochette won 
�E�\���R�•�H�U�L�Q�J���7�D�X�U�L�Q���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���K�H���Z�D�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���W�R���S�D�\�����W�K�X�V��

securing the acquisi-
tion for the Biblio-
thèque nationale de 
France, but tarnishing 
his own reputation 
and damaging his 
subsequent career. 
His professional 
�P�L�V�V�W�H�S���L�V���R�X�U���E�H�Q�H�4�W��
today. 

For its presentation at 
ISAW, the Berthouville 
Treasure will be 
joined by approxi-
�P�D�W�H�O�\���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�\���4�Y�H��
other luxury objects 
from the collections 
of the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France including silver platters, cameos, gems, coins, 
and jewelry. Such prestige objects were not only used as votive 
�R�•�H�U�L�Q�J�V���W�R���W�K�H���J�R�G�V�����E�X�W���D�O�V�R���I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q���G�D�L�O�\���O�L�I�H���D�V���V�L�J�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
�R�Z�Q�H�U���V���Z�H�D�O�W�K�����S�R�Z�H�U�����D�Q�G���U�H�4�Q�H�P�H�Q�W����Devotion and Decadence: 
The Berthouville Treasure and Roman Luxury provides an exceptional 
�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�4�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���5�R�P�D�Q���O�X�[�X�U�\���D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
�U�R�O�H���L�Q���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���G�H�Y�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J�V��

Figure 1: Cameo of Jupiter (The Cameo of Chartres) Set in Fourteenth-Century Mount. Roman, ca. 50 CE. Rome, mounted in 
Paris. Sardonyx; gold and enamel mount. Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris: Camée.1. Photo © Bnf

Figure 2: Statuette of Mercury. Roman, 175–225 CE. Berthouville, France. Silver and gold. Bibliothèque nationale de France, 
Paris: Inv. 56.1. Photo: Tahnee Cracchiola © Getty-BnF

Figure 3: Cup with Centaurs and Cupids. Roman, 1–100 CE. Berthouville, France. Silver and gold. Bibliothèque nationale de 
France, Paris: Inv. 56.7. Photo: Tahnee Cracchiola © Getty-BnF
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Apply to ISAW’s Doctoral Program 
and Visiting Scholar Program

The recommended deadline for 
applications for fall 2019 enrollment in 

ISAW’s Doctoral program is December 18, 2018. 
For more information and to apply, please visit:  
http://www.isaw.nyu.edu/graduate-studies

The deadline for applications for 
one-year Visiting Research Scholarships (2019-20) 

and 
two-year Visiting Assistant Professorships (2019-21) 

is November 20, 2018.
For more information and to apply, please visit: 
http://www.isaw.nyu.edu/visiting-scholars

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF THE ANCIENT WORLD
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